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than made amends for these superficial defects, Wales had,
among Ellis's contemporaries, many greater orators; but not
one of them approached him in durable influence, A deep
admiration for Mazzini and for Thomas Davis, led him to
imitate their " Young Italy " and " Young Ireland " by
founding a " Young Wales "* " Some/' he said on one
occasion when addressing this meeting, " are overwhelmed
by the hopelessness of Wales, They scorn the possibilities
of distinct regeneration of Wales. So did cynics and men of
a little faith scorn the hope of the young Italians* They
scout the idea of Welsh national unity* So did the so-called
educated classes of Italy and Austria* Metternich, the
Austrian, held that Italy was a mere geographical expression,
and nothing more* The Anglicised Welsh bishop of St*
David's went to his Diocesan Conference to proclaim that
Wales is a geographical expression, and nothing more.
Metternich was woefully mistaken, and so, we believe, is
the Bishop of St. David's* For it is our deepest and most
cherished conviction as it was that of Young Italy, that
Wales has not finished her course in this world She is yet
determined to produce new elements in the progressive
development of humanity, and to live a new life* * . ,
After long centuries of that hidden transformation which we
call the sleep of death, Wales is breaking the stone of her
tomb, stirring in all her limbs, and is proving herself an
awakening nation, girding herself for great effort* The
elements of regeneration have been fermenting for a century.
A yearning for better things is the heart's desire of the
masses and youth of Wales at the present day* Her great
need is the moral leverage of reform* Foremost is the
consciousness of distinct nationality* The idea of nation-
ality, it has been said, multiplies the forces of the individual,
and makes known the means by which the labour and
sympathies of each man's mind can be tendered1 efficacic